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Cary software company plans new HQ

BY SABINE VOLLMER
STAFF WRITER

Cary software company Ultimus
will cap a two-year global expan-
sion with a new headquarters
building.

Ultimus plans to break ground
on the 16,500-square-foot building
on Weston Parkway on Friday
and plans to move early next year.

The construction project,
which, including the land pur-
chase, will cost about $3 million,
will make the company more pre-
sentable to large customers from
Latin America and Europe that
visit frequently, said Rashid Khan,
the company founder and chief
executive.

Ultimus’ 38 corporate employ-
ees are in leased space in three
buildings. That leaves overseas
customers, who tend to be more
image-conscious than U.S. cus-
tomers, with the wrong impres-
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sion, Khan said.

“They’re spending a lot of
money with us,” Khan said. “They
want to see a stable company.”



A headquarters building that
provides space for up to 70 em-
ployees and is constructed on a
site that leaves room for future
expansions will better reflect Ul-
timus’ intentions, he said.

“At a certain point, the image of
a company becomes very impor-
tant,” Khan said. A headquarters
“building represents the com-
pany.”

The one-story, triangular build-
ing will be constructed of light
gray concrete and lots of glass.
“It looks like a spacecraft,” Khan
said.

In the past two years, Ultimus
has greatly expanded the number
of overseas offices, adding offices
in Europe and establishing a pres-
ence in Japan, China and Taiwan.
The company’s overseas work
force more than tripled to about
300. Worldwide, Ultimus now em-
ploys about 350.

The expansion spree was fi-
nanced by a $10 million invest-
ment Ultimus raised in 2004 from
Avent International of Boston,
one of the world’s largest private
equity firms, according to Willis
Lumpkin, the chief financial offi-
cer.

Ultimus’ customers include Mi-
crosoft, the world’s largest soft-
ware company; Cary-based SAS
Institute; automaker Daimler-
Chrysler and shipping company
DHL. The company provides con-
sulting services and sells software
that helps businesses connect dif-
ferent databases, such as for ac-
counting, sales and research. The
software allows customers to au-
tomate business processes and
improve communication.

Staff writer Sabine Volimer
can be reached at 829-8992
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