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While rechargeable batteries can be more
economical than their disposable counter-
parts, they do have drawbacks. A new one usu-
ally requires a long period of initial charging
before it can be used. Rechargeables are also
notorious for their inability to hold a charge
over time, even when sitting idle.

Uniross, a large battery maker based in
France, has developed a variation on tradition-
al nickel metal hydride technology that over-
comes both of those shortcomings. Its Hybrio
batteries (www.hybriousa.com) are ready to
use right from the store and the company says
that even after one year they will maintain 70
percent of their charge. Uniross estimates that
once charged, Hybrios will run devices for up
to four times longer than alkaline batteries.

Hybrios, which the company says can be
recharged up to 500 times, are available in
packages of four AA- or AAA-size cells for $12.
A kit with four AA batteries and a charger is
$20, but any existing charger can do the job.

The problem with the Hybrio batteries
may be finding somewhere to buy them. While
Uniross is a major brand in Europe, they are
rare here. One place they are available is Re-
chargeablesOnline.com. IAN AUSTEN




