
What We Love: Outdoor Colors

The hues of our national parks inspire a paint company's new line — and us.

By Anne Krueger 

Red, white and blue — the colors of our flag — are what come to mind when you think of "American" colors. And we do love those patriotic hues. But if you think of the colors of our lives from a coast-to-coast point of view, you'll see that the palette is much more wide-ranging. That's what Aimee Desrosiers discovered when she was coming up with a new color system for California Paints' outdoor hues. 

"We live in such a diverse country," says Desrosiers, director of marketing for California Paints and a color expert and forecaster. From the extremes of the Alaskan wilderness to the deserts in Arizona to beautiful forests in the mid–Atlantic region, "the variety of natural colors is so wonderful, and they all work together without clashing. Even though you have different hues, they're all harmonious," he says. 
Desrosiers was brainstorming a new palette for her company's outdoor stain line, used for siding, decks, shingles and fences, when inspiration came from her son's six-state national park trip. "He came back with the most unbelievable photographs and I thought, 'Here's what I've been looking for.'" 

She began looking at everything from rocks and flowers to animals and the way the sun changes colors as it sets. "It's amazing, the diversity of really complex color, and how it changes over the course of a day. I'd look at one scene at a certain time and then four hours later the color was completely transformed." Her Storm Stain palette has dozens of colors named after 36 park destinations, from Kolob Terrace (Zion National Park, Utah) to Apostle Island (in Lake Superior, north of Wis.), Quinebaug (National Heritage Corridor, Conn.) to Ruth Glacier (Denali National Park, Alaska). 

"There's something very centering about using natural colors and surrounding yourself with items from nature," says Desrosiers. "There's a certain animal instinct in us that likes to return to nature for more balance." It's also nice that as we embrace cultural diversity and colors from afar, we're also inspired by the colors of America closer to home, she says. We couldn't agree more, and found her National Park colors so appealing, we found outdoor furnishings and accessories that are a "natural" match with her palette. 
	

 
[image: image2.png]



"Muir Woods" Storm Stain by California Paints
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"Catoctin Mountain" Storm Stain by California Paints

